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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month, a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share an Ethical Will or portion of one

in order to help us prepare for this season of self reflection and personal
growth.                         

 

 

 A Handwritten Note  

Andrea Maisel  
 
My Dad passed away 3 years ago, at the ripe old age of 89, from Alzheimer's 
Disease. He spent his last 12 years in a wonderful facility in Maryland ( my 
mom had gone 17 years before). I received the last of his belongings, last year, 
in boxes.  In there, was a tupperware container, that I was told he kept with him 
always, in the drawer of his night stand.  It was something I had never seen 
before! 
In it, were trinkets my mom had given him, his parents' rings, pictures of me 
and my siblings as small children, and two other items which said it all....... his 
gold plated membership card, for 45 years of service in the Electrical Union, 
and a hand written note, on worn out paper, written by my mom and left for him 
before he went to work one morning. 

"I pray for life as long as I have work to do, and work as long as I have life" 

It hit me......that was it!! There, on the paper was what they both had taught me 
to live by!  It didn't matter what we chose to do,  as long as it was work for good 
and something we loved to do.....everyday!  There should always be something 
that you can do....  Be what you love, and it will carry you for a lifetime! 

Andrea Maisel, proud daughter of Andrew and Filomena Schaffer.   
 
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story? Write an ethical will, in the form of a 
letter, a story or a collections of sayings.  Include the "gifts" you would like to leave 
to your family  focusing on the values and character traits which you feel are most 
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important.  Send it in its entirety or send a section of it 
to:       ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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