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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

question:  
What is the best gift you have ever received?

 

 

 Independence 

Andrea Maisel 
  
The greatest gift I ever received may not have been romantic or shiny , but it 
was something of great value, all the same. 
 
My parents were married right after the end of WWII. My dad used the skills he 
learned in the Air Force and worked for the UN as an electrician for over 40 
years. My mom stayed home and raised the children. They were of simple 
means and not college educated.  My mom would say to me " Don't ever 
EXPECT anyone to take care of you.  You must be able to take care of 
yourself". 
 
It was of utmost importance to have us grow up to be self sufficient.  The 
lessons they provided along the way were to help us to reach that goal of 
independence.  Instead of a new car at Graduation, I was given a lug wrench 
and a lesson on how to change a tire!!  I remember not being thrilled about 
it.  But their greatest gift to me was a college education (taken for granted 
these days) which gave me the opportunity to pursue a career and launch my 
independence.  I realize now that it was a struggle for them, but it was 
something they would never have let me do without.  It was the best gift they 
could have ever given me. 

 
Andrea and Richard have been Temple members for 15 years.  They have two 
beautiful sons, Evan and Kyle who enrich their lives to the max! 
After working for over 20 years in the medical field, Andrea became a stay 
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home mom, and spends her free time playing the French Horn in the Seaford 
Community Concert Band. 
  
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story?  Answer the question:  What is the best 
gift you have ever received?  You can interpret the word gift very liberally- a 
moment, a thing, a find, advice, a surprise.   Send it to me 
at:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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