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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

question:  
What is the best gift you have ever received?

 

 

 Show and Tell 

Adam Yanover 
  
I just turned fifty and it's getting harder and harder to remember anything, let 
alone elementary school, but I do have one cherished second grade memory 
that I know I will keep for the rest of my life, it was the day Superman a/k/a 
George Reeves wrote to me, and I so proudly brought his letter to school for all 
to see. 
 
I was an avid fan of "the Superman Show" on channel 11 WPIX, and while I 
think it turns out that I was actually watching 1950's black and white re-runs, for 
me the episodes were as real and thrilling as any second grader could possibly 
experience. 
 
I would get so nervous any time Clark Kent's true identity was nearly revealed, 
or some form of "evil" would possibly prevail, but luckily the Daily Planet's 
number one reporter, would always save the day. 
 
I would dream of bringing Superman with me to "show and tell", and then one 
day a letter arrived at our two bedroom apartment just off Francis Lewis Blvd in 
Queens, officially emblazoned with Superman's unmistakable  "S" logo". 
 
It was a short note which kindly advised that keeping the world's troubles away 
was Superman's job, and required all of his time, but that he appreciated my 
support and interest in the show, and the letter even noted that I myself was a 
"Super Boy" loved by my family, and on course to accomplish great things. 
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As I got older I always knew that my loving effervescent mother had written the 
letter, only when early onset Alzheimer's had taken my father's life did "Lois 
Lane Yanover" reveal that my favorite ever "show and tell item" had actually 
been penned by Superman 
himself, my dad. 
 
He was a talented artist and in retrospect I should've realized my mother could 
never have drawn such a perfect "S", but my dad was so shy, and always 
heading off to work, he barely said a word and I never knew he was even 
aware of my Superman obsession, but I guess that's the way true superheroes 
"save the world" quietly making sure all is taken care of, and letting a little boy 
know he is loved. 
 
After my own family, that letter is the best gift I have ever received. 

 
 
Adam Yanover and wife Jody, both "superhero attorneys", joined our temple 
community six years ago, and in that time have proudly watched son Andrew 
(16) and daughter Carly (13) have their Bar/Bat Mitzvahs at the temple. 
 
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story?  Answer the question:  What is the best 
gift you have ever received?  You can interpret the word gift very liberally- a 
moment, a thing, a find, advice, a surprise.   Send it to me 
at:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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