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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

prompt:  
This Inspired Me...    

 
 

 

 

 Discovering My Yiddish Self  

Steve Kowarsky 
 
 What has inspired me lately is Yiddish literature. It all started with the 
incredible play "Indecent," which made me want to read more of Shalom Asch. 
This led me to a free audio book of Yiddish Tales on Librivox, which had a few 
Asch stories and many others, which in turn led me to start getting and reading 
more of the Yiddish classics. Each new story just stunned me, stopped me 
cold, almost, but not exactly, had me weeping.   
My father's father grew up in a shtetl near Vilna. He never told me his stories. 
Of course, I've read Shalom Aleichem, seen Fiddler. But, getting into more of it 
with some of the other incredible, magnificent writers has affected me 
profoundly. Their lives, so unimaginably difficult. In one way, my life, two 
generations later, could not be more diffferent. But in another way, it's clear to 
me when I read their stories that these are my roots, and that who and what I 
am now is an outgrowth of who they were then. Which made my father who he 
was. Which made me.  
 
And more than that, even. There is something so familiar about it. I am them. 
They are me. This has been nudging me to a new understanding of the Jewish 
people. Just going back two generations from now, from our time, when we 
have the two thriving communities of Jews in America and Jews in Israel. We 
have been talking lately about the differences between the two, which are 
many, of course.  But, allowing for some vast simplification, because it's far 
more complex than that, they can both be seen as two major branches of the 
same tree. I am seeing this more clearly now, just going back 100 to 150 years. 
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Sometimes I see it going back a lot farther than that. And I think this is one of 
main points of it all. Jewish learning is, literally, learning about oneself. 
 
Steve Kowarsky is an avid learner.  After joining TBT in Israel he has become 
involved in the Social Action Committee and will be spearheading further 
projects with Latet, one of the organizations we visited in Israel after TBT 
supported their Elderly Holocaust survivors.  
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story for our This Inspired Me series?  Please 
share a book ,or a movie, or a song, or a TV show that left a lasting impression on 
you.    Send your This Inspired Me to:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
(This theme is inspired by the fact that this month we are holding a Book Drive for 
the Brooke Jackman Literacy Foundation.  We are collecting new children and 
teen books which will be delivered to children all over the NY area.  Come hear the 
Jackman's story on Friday, Sept 8th after services.) 
    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   

 

  

 

 

Temple Beth Torah, 35 Bagatelle Road, Melville, NY 11747 

SafeUnsubscribe™ dpinkowitz@dcpmarketing.com 

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider 
Sent by ravsusie@gmail.com in collaboration with 

Try it free today 

 

 


