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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month, a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share a High Holiday reflection

to   help us prepare for this season of prayer, repentance and
tzedakah.                         

 

 

 Tradition! 
Joyce Tisman 
  
Ever since my childhood the High Holidays were greeted with a somber and 
quiet evaluation of our lives. After candles were lit the house took on a calm 
quiet. The days were long, but the longest hours were those of twilight as the 
dust mites could be seen floating in the air through the window. The sun was 
setting and we were all eager to eat and resume daily life. 
 
We were now a young family with two girls too young to go to Temple. 
Candlesticks from my grandmother had been lit, the holiday dinner was served 
and  I was eager to begin a new holiday  tradition. I opened the Sholom 
Aleichem Anthology and began to read one of my favorite stories. The story of 
choice was A Yom Kippur Scandal. A stranger arrives in the town of 
Kasrilevka. A town too poor to steal anything from anyone. He makes a 
generous donation in the collections plate. During services it is discovered the 
money is missing. Only one congregant refuses to be searched. After much 
ado, he is discovered with wet chicken bones in his pocket..... The stranger 
and the money had vanished as mysteriously as he had arrived.  Reading it 
with the girls gave us all a great deal of pleasure. 
 
Our evening passed with a sense of calm, quiet and a positive introduction to 
our observance of the holiday; one of family, self evaluation, forgiveness and 
hope and a new tradition we have enjoyed now for over thirty years. 
  
 
Joyce and her husband Russell are TBT members over 30 years.  His cousin was on the TBT 
founders and the first President.  Joyce is a member of the Choir and the Rabbi's Jewish 
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Tangents class. 
   
 

 

 

Would you like to share your story?   It can be a High Holiday memory, a first 
experience or a ritual that is special to you at this time of year.  Send your stories 
to ravsusie@gmail.com. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


